Dictrichson

for America. He delivered sermons in New
York and Buffalo, and on Friday, Aug. 30,1844,
in Amund Endresen Hornefjeld's barn on the
Koshkonong Prairies in Wisconsin, preached his
first sermon in the American West

From his one-room log parsonage, he immedi-
ately undertook to rule and order the vast,
though chaotic, virgin church among the Nor-
wegian Lutherans in America. Stressing his
prerogatives as the first Lutheran pastor in
America who had been ordained in Norway, he
scrutinized carefully the ordinations of Ell ing
Eielsen and daus Lauritz Clausen [qq.v.], both
of whom had been ordained in America in 1843,
and found Eielsen's ordination faulty, but Clau-
sen's at least passable. Thus were sown the seeds
of future controversies. With a keen strategic
sense which he had inherited from forebears who
had been prominent in church and state, Die-
trichson drew up a pledge consisting of four
points, and on this basis organized various Nor-
wegian Lutheran congregations in Wisconsin.
Each of these congregations was given a con-
stitution, these constitutions revealing such a re-
markable insight into American Lutheran con-
gregational needs that they have become the
foundation for all subsequent organizational de-
velopment in this field among Norwegian Amer-
ican Lutherans.

In order to secure pastors for his prolific
American field in which new congregations
could be organized almost at will, Dietrichson
went to Norway in 1845, remaining one year.
While there he was married again, this time to
Charlotte Mueller. By means of sermons, de-
bates, articles in the newspapers, and, finally, a
book, the title of which, in translation reads:
Travels Among the Norwegian Emigrants in
"The United North American Free States"
(1846), he sought to interest the young clergy
in the new field. In this endeavor he was suc-
cessful, attracting to the American Lutheran
church some of the finest young clergymen that
Norway has ever produced. In 1850, feeling that
his usefulness in America had come to an end, he
issued a farewell sermon which was printed, and
returned to Norway, where he held two pastor-
ates, and the office of postmaster at Porsgnind
from 1876 to 1882. In that year he suffered a
stroke of paralysis which in the following year
caused his death. The Travels have been an in-
valuable source of Norwegian American history.
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ism Up to 1*72 (1926) ; Rasmus B. Anderson, The First
Chapter of Norwegian Immigration (1621-40) (1806) :
Who's Who Among Pastors in All the Norwegian Syn-
ods of America 1*43-19*7 (1928) ; J. Arndt Bcrgb, Den
Norsk Lvtherske Kirkes Historic i Amerika (1914):
Thread Bothne, "Kort Udsigt over det Lutherske Kir-
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kearbeide Blandt Nordmandene i Amerika" in Knut
Takla's edition of Hallvard G. Heggtveit, Illustreret
Kirkehistorie (1898).]                                  J.M.R.

DIKE, SAMUEL WARREN (Feb. 13,
Dec. 3, 1913), Congregational clergyman, re-
former and sociologist, was born in Thompson,
Conn. A descendant of Capt. Anthony Dike who
came to Plymouth Colony on the ship Ann in
1623, he was the son of George Dike, a farmer,
and Hannah Waters (Snow) Dike. After prep-
aration at Nichols Academy, he graduated from
Williams College with high scholastic honors in
1863. For two years he studied at the Theolog-
ical Institute of Connecticut, East Windsor Hill
(now Hartford Theological Seminary), and for
one year at Andover Theological Seminary, from
which he graduated in 1866. He was ordained to
the Congregational ministry in 1869 at West
Randolph, Vt, and served as acting pastor at
Pomfret, Conn., 1866-67; as pastor at West
Randolph, Vt, 1868-77; and at Royalton, Vt,
1879-82. During his year at Andover Seminary
he became interested in the study of social sub-
jects, especially the family. He wrote editorially
on this theme in the Vermont Chronicle and in
1881 gave one of the Boston Monday Lectures on
"Facts as to Divorce in New England." That
same day the New England Divorce Reform
League was organized. It became the National
Divorce Reform League in 1885 and still later
the National League for the Protection of the
Family. Dike was creator, corresponding sec-
retary, and mainspring of the League from 1881
until his death. He was the pioneer in the study
of American family conditions, and the annual
reports of the League written by him constitute
the history of the movement for the betterment
of the family. He brought such pressure to bear
on Congress that Carroll D. Wright, United
States commissioner of labor, gathered and pub-
lished a valuable mass of statistics and informa-
tion in his Report on Marriage and Divorce in
the United Staes, 1867-86 (1889). Dike did
an immense amount of research for this publica-
tion. Before colleges, theological seminaries, and
scientific societies he lectured on the same theme.
He wrote extensively for periodicals, including
the Andover Review, Atlantic Monthly, Prince-
ton Review, and Political Science Quarterly.
Many of his articles were reissued in pamphlet
form. He powerfully influenced legislation for
stricter marriage and divorce laws and achieved
international reputation as an authority on them.
He devised the Home Department of the Sunday-
school. With Bishop Potter, Seth Low, Wash-
ington Gladden, and others he formed a "Socio-
logical Group" which did much first-hand work
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